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To Play ... or Not to Play?

By Emmot Rosonfeld

Every child who learns to play muslio invests countiess hours in
lessons, practice and rehearsal. While the rewards last a lifetime,
leaming an instrument takes hard work and dedication. Take the
quiz below to see if your child is ready to join the band.

1. How many extracurricular activi-
ties does your child currentty ongago
in For two hours a week or more?

8) One 10 three

D} 1 can count them on cne

hand ., aimost,

C) 1 lost track afer dropping my doeghter
Off In ber oty at Nockey practics,

2. How would you describe your
child’s stress jevel?

0) A hopey, hoaltny Kid with
balanced intarests

D) Busy, DUt with strong study skills
and good Ume management

¢) The Kid 00K up coffew In
elementary school

3, Do you feeal your child Is
musicaily inclined?

a) He drums on his desk with pencils
ouring Ernggissh class,

b) My child wll| rake |esves to eam
enough for the latest CD.

0) You dliont sée her make the
outlakes for ‘Amesican idol?”

4. Is your home a musical
environment?

a) Mom's a concert bassoonist

D) Ny spouse and I met at o
Beatles concert

Q) We communicate by Band signnis
whea Dad's reading the papec

5. Has your child expressed an
Interest in taking up an instrument?
a) She sleeps with a puitar and

plasters her Dedroom walls with
plcturas of musicans,

KEY

b) Ha ployed rocorder in Mryt grade,
¢) Ha'll agreo to consider it If you'll
exiond TV Uime Dy an hoer & night.

6. Does your chiid have the tempera-
meoat to learn an Instrument?

a) He maintains a high-nterest level
when playing Ingependently and e¢njoys
hangs-on activities,

D) Sho broaks Into toars If her stulled
animal collection is rearanged.

¢) Ho calis throo nrionds botore

deciding what to wear to the masl,

7. Are you prepared to Invast
In an Instrumont?

2) The Stolaway is being dellvered
on Menday.

b) We'll remt for six momhs

and 520 how it goes,

¢) Don't ther stores soll violins?

0. Are you propared to Invest
time and enorgy?

a) | was voted soccar mom of
the year,

b) We'va resonrched tho
regurements and discussed
how o moeet thom 84 o Tamily.
c) ksn't this suppesed to keep
tho kia out of my halr?

9. Is loarning an Inotrement
something your child wants
to do?

2) Mora than getting a puppy

b) She's ready to give it a try,

¢) | had to take plang lessans for
YOOrs, and $ho sure as heck lsnt
gotting out of It.

= Mostly a"s: Go for (] Your child s ready to make beautiful mesic, o'
AN b's: Good chance for success, Start the process and se0 your child grow,

* Mostly b's: This could work. Try It now and roassoss In thres months, b and ¢’
Something's out of tune, More redearch and discession necded.

* Mosily ¢sz In some cases, sllonce Is goldoa. Ever consider basket wesing?
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| | Practice Early, Practice Often

Although many experts suggest a chiid's interest level is the best indicator for when

to start lessons, studies show that early music education can have big payoffs.

B

* A Uniyersity of Califoraia, Irvine, study showed that aftor elght months of
keyboard lessons, praschociors had & 46 porcent boost In their spartial reasoaing 1Q.

* A study on the effacts of the Yamaha lnstruction program In the Downey, Callf., Unified School District
showed that the reading leve| of first graders with a single year of music was nearly one grade higher than
Ihat of their poors: some students scored nimost ha high as fourth- or fifth-grade leveis.

* Rescarch done In Austealia showed that mesic [nstruction at an early age oan Increase reading compre.
Somsion, speiling, mathematics and leaming ability; Bstening abifity; primary mental abilities (verbal, por-
ceptual, numbor and upetial) and motor proficlency,
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